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Sirver Cregg, Saturday,'Sept. 11, 1847, 
Rev. Atexanper Mupgray, according 0 ointment, preached the intro. 
ductory sermon, from 1 John in, 1: “Behold manner of love the Father 
hath bestowed upon us, that we should be called the sons of God.”’ 
After a short recess the: delegates assembled in the/house, and were > 
called to order by the thoderator. Letters Were presentedsromitwe 
nine churchegpiand the names of the delegates @a " . [See table.] 
The As$ociation then went into thie election of ts, Which resulted 
the choice of Rev James Murnay moderator, and Raves. B. Mutusx cles . 
Bro. W. Barnes-was appointed reading clerk. ; | " 

Ministering brethren present were inviied ta seats. i. ¥ 

Brethren J. Crawford, B. Thomas, and B. Williams were a 
committee|to select ministers to occupy the stand to-morrow and 
me¢ting, Who immediately reported Revs. James Murray, 'T. My 
McKenzip| and. S. Coker to preach in the order of their names. 

la conipliance with an invitation extended| by the moderator, 

Zign char¢li presented a letter through her delegates, requesting admittance . 
isto our body ; which was received, and the delegates weleomed to seats, 

The fuljowing correspondence was received: | i é 

From Fbeneger—A letter and package of miputes, by Rev. A. MeKenzie. 
1. Mount Tsga h—A letter and minutes, by Rev. J. Merchant. : 

Easieym Louisiana—A letter andminutes, by/Rev. W. B.| Allen} 

Missispippi—A letter and minutes, by Reys. 8. Cn. Young, and 
Wy Clark) % 

J Vuioa LA bundle of minutes. 
& Staté Convention—A bundle of toinutes, by Reva\W. H. Taylor, 

The clerk presented a letter and bundle of minutes from the clerk of 
Cepiral Absociation.’ Bro. Tayloriieing pres¢nt, was weleomed to repre, 
Sent said Association among us. 

A letter was. presented from Mississippi River Association by, Rev. W.- 
B. Wall, requesting h c orrespondetiGe Wi us; Hut as a measure’ of diffi- 

«culty w ab known to exist between the Mississippi Association fone with which 

We corifspond) and the Mississippi River, Association, it was thought 
expedient to defer an answer until ai effort be made to reconcile the differ- 
ences belween them: whereupon, a letter was| prepared; and Rev. J. Craw- 
ford was ppdinted tg bear it, requesting the Missipsippi River As 
by delegation, to meet a delegation from Mississippi Ass@eiation, 
conjmitted from our body, in an attempt to effet’ better mutual under- 
standing between our sister Associations, Brethren’ J.'.Crawford, J. Mur- 
tay, W. Barnes, C. Magee, W ,Fortenberry, W. Williatnagand S, B. Mul- 


_ len constitute our committee. ee ¥ 
* A-committée of arrangements was appointed, yconsistiag of brethren J; 
Crawford) W. Barnes, W. Walliams, aad W. Fortenbegr¥, together with 
the moderator and clerk. le 1 ' 
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Arranged correspond ; r Associatipns as aie t 
Appointed b Magee to the Mics Bhind. brethren C. a 


Magee and J. Crawford n ; bro. B. Thomas. thiritel to Eastern ngob 
Lauisiana, and brethren Cc. Ma and a. ¢ raw ford me ‘ : _W. . W, 
and brethren Alex. Biiriae and 8. B. ones ¢ 
sto write to ate Meciss and breth. the he 
Sengers; bro. | b. Mi ae +, { | pol 
' Se Habetiatl tVBhessengers ; ho the 
bro. S: Ross to write to Central, and brethren Alex. Mur ie t ob ial 
psspngers. t 
i Brew en B. Williams, H. Davis, and S. Harper were Mp * Bh 
La Ss no . - onne 
qt Adjourned ti _ Monday : prayer ? Rev. Rak n. Joni 
| Z ies 
H ; Re ance oe tives! ¢ 
? Nine.o’etoex, Mdip SRNING. Res 
met pursuant to adjournment: prayer by Cenzi tothe 
Th 1 was cal!ed, and no one absent. } : Rev 
tf REPORTS. | , | year, 
The committee of arrangements presented their repamy wh $\mee 
ceived and adopted. S and jt 
. The report from the committee on finance was receit} _ tes 
[See treasurer’s report. ] d sively 
The circular letter was presented and adopted] pprtin 
The committee to select ministers to 6ccupy aE stand jf Revs. J. Res 
Merchant, W. H. Taylor, J. Young, and T. M.| Bond to to.day in of the 
the order oftheir names. ptovid 
Query.—Is it according to gospe! order for al wR n fellow. conve 
ship a member who joins a masonic lodge, ani cdntinues with the Res 
lodge ? A Gommittee, consisting of brethren J. Crawforthd) J . Murray, ™ 9 
and W. Barnes was appointed to prepare an Saowrr to thel@ho Pra, 
presented the following, which was adopted : me | 
We do not preten@to judge of 9 nerit or demerit @ mry; but 5. 
when a brother will join or frequénthe lodge; ta the grifepnd @issatisfac- 
tion of his brethren, the church has a rightto deal with him. 
The corresponding letters wefe called for, read; and ad : ed. 
APPOINTMENTS. , 
Appointed Rev. W, Fortinberry to preach the Lt 7 At ‘ 
and Rev. S. B. Mullen his alternate. appoin 
Appoiited Rev. 8. B. Mullen to write the next pircula M de im 
Appointed a Missionary Board, consisting of J.|Murra b dwellin 
Burkett, W. Barnes, D. Langston, S. Ross, D. C Butler -4, ikell; HH. Son. 
Green, J. P. Norwocd, W. Williams, and W. Foftinber F Ml I, 15} 
Appointed the olerk to superintend the printing and q i ! thant 
inutes. prophie 
MOTIONS AND RESOLUTION tatiog!| 
_ Resolved; that we are gratified at the success ¢ the Magi sstpx. watt 
our own denominational paper, printed at Jacksoy, in thiggtale p. that we oat tk 
) approve its course, and that we recommend jt to the patro " the breth- ing to 
ren composing this Association. ) ; 


UW 





. a, i ’ ] . 
} in| the minutes of last year, 


Wuersas, a number of mistake’ 


thren C, most-of which were made by the pri therefore, 
Eastern . Resolved, that this fesolution be prifited in these minutes. 
bro. W. Wuernas, we believe it to be of great utility for the ministers and dea- 
nd 8. B. cons of our Association to meet togeth ordet to take into coasideration 
1d breth. the best méams to facilitate the Redeem@ s kingdom ; therefore, ‘ 
Write to, # Resolved, that we appoimt a meeting GE that nature, to be holden with 
sengers ; the Steen'STreek churelion Friday beforeithe fifth Lord’s day in January | 
Sandifer next| - a . 
Wuerkas, in the dispensation of God’s providence, he las removed from 
the com. our ¢hristida society and the embraces of th@in respective churches. and 
connection$, gur much esteemed brethren, Re¥gjIsaac Bhaxerie.p and &. 
llen. Jonas; therefore, x 
Resolved, that we cordially sympathize with th®jgaid churches and rela- 
tives of the said deceased brethren in this mournful @ispensation. 
NING. Resolved, that we request the churches, in future, to make their letters 


Kenzie. tothe Associationsas short as convenient. ee, 
Rev. J. Murray, one of the members of the Missionary Board for) last 
year, stated that, in consequence of disappointments, they had failed to‘have 


was Te a meeting during the year; which was received ag the report ofthe Board, ~ 
and it was wr). | | 

adopted. Kesolved, that all the labors during the ensuing year be confitied exclu. ° 
sively to our own bounds, and that they ‘be applied to the most destitute 
portions. r ey 

Bawa: J. Resolved, that this Association recommend. thé.clerk to give the printing \ 

o.day in of the minutes f Rev. W. H. Taylor, editor of the Mississippi Baptist, | 

, ptovided h¢ wil do it on as reasonable terms as it can be done at any other / ) 

fellow. convenienfbffice. ¢ ha - ¥ 1k 

with the Resolved, that we now adjourn to meet with oan Zion, church, Simp- 

Murray, son gounty,/on Saturday before the second Lord’§ day in September, 1848. 

ry’ whp Prayer by Rev. J, Crawford! 

oe JAMES MURRAY, . Modetator. 
ry; but 5.|B. Mpuzey, Clerk. f° — 
satisfac- " 


—— 


bie 
Bi rl * 
SERVICES ON SABBATH. — 


At an early hour a large concourse of peapla were present, and at the 
ss appointed time, Rev. Kease Murray introduogl. e exercises and delivered 
an impressive setmon from John in, 16:. “God so loved the world,” &c., 


Hl Geo. dwelling are Dollovoll the love of God as manifested in the gift of his | 
; b 


kell: H. Son.| He was followe y Rev. T. M, Bond, from the last,clause of Mark 
ie ; 1,15} “Repent ye and believe the gospel.” | by te . 
‘of the In \the evening. Rev. A. McKenzie'preached from Daniel um, 44. His 


theme was the gospel kingdom, as set up and gustained in, fulfillment of 
Prophecy. Rev. S. Coker concluded the exercise$ by an appropriate exhor- 
Baptist, ‘ation and prayer. ‘The services were long, but humerous as the assembly 
that we Was, they were attentively listened 1 by nearly all present, from the begin. - 
e breth- ning to the glose, , : j 
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CIRCULAR LETTER. iii 
On the Nature and Design of Ghurch Fghopy ship. 
“For want of clear information om this head, th¢re is, bq fers e and after 
admission, in the minds of many Pefsons,a certain mystigl bs¢udity hanging 
over the subject, which either repels them \rom|secking Bimissipn, or, fills 
them with disquiet. Christiam@hurches have ho mvsttiies, spb: adyta, no 
secrets. {t is'a pernicious poligy which would ¢xalt ple My duties into secret 
rites, and transform the sim F institutions of the gospeedint Temas 
[Eclectic Review, vol. 18, p. 325. | ia hi 
Nothing is more plain than the nature of ehrijtian fel iystgp,jyet nothing 
is less understood. a a 4 
Ist. Church fellowalifp is the exercise of the social pre a 
réligion, and in ¢ to the authority of Christ , 2 
Many persons 1 to imagine thaf the onlyjend. aniggol ect} of churvh 
fellowship is the p ticipation of the Lord’s supper. He combey attach no 
other idea to a ehurch than that of a company ?f cbri i nsapding together 
to the sacramental table ; who have nothing to flo with x polgotlier till they 
ae. and’ whose reciprocal duties end jwith tha omfinance. The 
obser e of the. Lord’s supper, it is confessed is onert isin and exercise 
of feljow ship; bat it is not the only one.| Man|is a s Fall Hbing, by whieh 
we*mean that he instinctively seeks the vompanly of higfflidiys i is capable 
of enjoying their society, and derives from “> comnpapiof nd small por- 
tion of his imprévement and felicity. The apliorisin « Soffmepn is as just 
as it is beautiful; “Agiron sharpegeth iron, soja man Mfarpepgph the coun- 
tenance of his friend.”’ . Social bliss was the finish of paf@digipal happivess ; 
its influence has gurvived@the shock. of our at arg will be felt amidst 


th) matters of 


the felicities of the heavenly state. | It is hot rhattor off hurgrite, therefore, 
that the Lord Jesus should recognize the sodial pringgplejfi the arranze- 
ment@’of his wise.and mérciful economy. He} might if vedfed} his people 
uncognected by any visible bond, or at best. with no aren ide to each 
other than the natural workings and affinities of the hu spin. Instead 
of this, Lomoemetied has by exe hority grafied | ts of his reli- 
gion upon the propensities of our al nature.) ‘The i P tidy ibe of Christ’s 
kingdom is love to one another ; and iggerder Rat thiptiovy pay be more 
perfect in its exercise, we ar@ipoited in Visiblejeommu abu. | When, there- 
fore, we join a christian church, we enter a sodiety of Mmienersifor the pur- 
pose of giving and receiving every suitable oe a mutual love. We 
then associate ourselves with those toward whom we ta Ghprish, if con- 
sequence of a common relationship, the kindest jemotion Welare not only 
to worship with them in the same place, not pnly to}f}t with) them at the 
same sacramental board, but we are to consifler ourgi yes agjone of their 
fellowship; to identify our best feelings with theirs, f§nd | in Il thifgs to 
consider ourselves members one of another. y ae fellamiship isnot intended 


for, nor is it to be éxpressed by any exclusive pet ; b is to extend itself 


to every possible way of having communion with eac Hp the .|| We are to 
rejoice together inthe common salvation, and bring fo Kb together the fruits 
‘of like precious faith, Dr. Watts has very béautifullfMexptessed the feel- 
ings which every church member who understands i rdfationship cov- 
stantly recognizes: ee ite : 
My soal shall pray for Zion still, There my; best frie | mpf kipdred dwell, | 
While life or breath remain; There Goft my Savigg reigns: 
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The great jend of christian fellowshi, and the impropriety of limiting its 
desiga to a|¢elebration of the eucharisgpare strikingly represented by Mr. 
Hall “Nothing is more certain than t the communion of saints is by no 


means confined to one particular occasig@, or limited to one transaction, 


-euch as that |of assembling around the Fagrd’s table ; it extends to ail the 


modes by which. believers recognize .eachagther ag |the members of a com- 
mon head. |Every expression of frateramh regard, every participation in 
the enjoyments of social worship, every inglianee of the unity of the Spirit 
exertéd in prayer and supplication, or in of christian sympathy and 


\nefrientiship, db as truly belong to the commug of saints, as the celebration 


of the euchatist. oJn truth, if we aré strangetg ta pommunion with our fel- 
low christiansop other occasions, it is impossiblejfr us to enjoy it there; 
for the mind is Rota piece of mechanism whichcamme set’ a going at pleas. 
ure. whose movements are obedient to the call of ip @and'place. Nothing 
short of an habitual sympathy of spirit, springing om the éultivation of 
benevolent feelings. and the interchange of kind offices, will secure the 


_ reciprocal delighty that social pleasure, which is the. sotWof christian com- 


munion. Its richest fruit# are frequently reserved for pri conference, 
like that in which the two disciples were engaged in their wa) Emmaus, 
when their-hearts burned within them’ while the \Lord opened fo them the 
scripture; when they take sweet counsel togetliae as theygo tot house 
of.God in’cdmpany; When they bear each other's burdens, weep with those 
that Weep, and rejoice with them that rejoice ; say, have christians no mu- 
tual /fellowshitp ?”’ 1! ag 

‘The sadred historian has given ‘Us @ very beautiful practical exhibition 
of the'end of christian fellowship in Acts 11, 40-47: “Then they that glad- 
ly received his word were: baptizedgyand the same day there were added 
unto them about three thousand souls. And they continued steadfastly 
in’ the apostles’ doctrine and fellowship, and in breaking’ of bread, and 
in prayers, | And fear/camempon every soul omen? wonders and signs 
were done by the apostles. @Aind all that believed were together, and had 
all things in common; and sold their possession and goods, and parted 
them to all men, as every man had wy And they, continuing daily with - 
one accord in-the temple, and breakt read fromm house to house, did eat 
theif meat with gladnessqnd si Jeness of heart, praising God, and having’ 
favor with all the people.” And ithe Lord added to the church daily such-as 
should be saved,” " 

Here we see the social principle putting forth all its energies ina way 


-of sacred fallowship, and with direct referehge tp religion. A new and 


holy brotherhood set up, of love to Christ and to each other for.Christ’s 
sake, was the bond. There was the recognition af a common relationship, 
and the exercise of all that affection which it invdlves. ‘The converts im- 
mediately gave themselves to each other, as members one of another, and 
not only performed acts of religious worship together, but exercised a recip- 
roca! and most substantial benevolence, and afforded the most valuable mu- 
tual service. Imagination can scarcely delineate} a scenle "more amiably 
interesting, than that which the infant church in reality displayed. 

Bound together by the fellowship of sectiment, |feeling, and affection— 
having one Lord, one faith, one baptism—the lievers in Christ found 
more than h cqmpensation for the contempt, and hatred, and persecution of 
the World, in their common hopes and mutual offices of kindness. Around 


> 
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a | 
| 
them was a scene of rude agitation and wikd confiffton,) but within the 
little circle of their society all w inion, harmony, ad#flove. Alas! alas! 
that this reign of love and peace ghoul be of jsuch sti duration, that the 
apostles lived to witness, not indesd its termination, bn 3 interruption, and 
had to interpose their authority t stop the ‘progress id filse Opinions and 
the alienation of heart to which @rror had given rise. [a 

This exercise of social pringiple is conducted with qifect reference to the 
authority of Christ, He whods our Lord has tommandad it. It's his will 
that his people should not li plitary and unconnectefiMbit in’ Visible asso. 
ciation. To the question, Berefore, why are lyou a dBirch member ? the 
first answer must be, beeiiise Clirist has commandegfat. Independent of 
the advantage arising from this practice, the tque grogeal of it is the author. 
ity of our divine Lordyy'lt is not only a priv ilpge whith he has permitted 
us to enjoy, but a which he has commantied usiip perform. If we 
were unable to pemptive its advantages, it woulkd still by pur tluty to comply 
with it. Churehif Nowship is no Jess a duty then thi observance of the 


first-day Sabbath) as the same reason may ‘be pdvancill for thé one as the 


other, , ig. 
From not Viewing it in this light it is, that ; many] fuse to join them- 


selves to*the chureh: they consider membership mergty in the light of a 
privilege whieh it is at their option to receivelor raft f- ‘This is a- very 
great and very injuriouserror. If a believer remain wipout visible connec. 
tion with some christian society, (church, ) he is\guilty Bidirect disobedience 
against his rightful Lord. 5 , 
2d. Eellowship is the instituted way of making a pililic profession of the 
. ' j = 


Saith and hope of the gospel. 

A man may hold the opinions andapprove the praq es of some volun- 
tary, worldly society ; but until hé has united himself with it, he is not 
considered either by its members or the publi , as off off their number. 
His actual joining himself to them, according {o» the a aldished usage, is 
his profession. Thus, @man may be a sitéere ibeliev Bi f the gospel, and, 

’ 80 @r as respects his own private conduct, an ¢xemplfly example of gen- 
uine piety ; but until he-has connected himself with a @fristjan church, he 


has not professed himself to be achmstian. It ik by tligZ adt he declares to_ 


the world his faith and hope aga believerin Christ. [igs thus he virtually 
says: “I receive the opinions, possess the disp@bition, shemit to the obliga- 
tions, and observe: the practi€es ofthe church of Gotwith which ! now 
connect myself.” © Jesus Christ has made it out duty, Mot only to receive 

- truth into our hearts, but t© confess him befor¢ men ; Gnd it is a duty on 
which’ very considerable stress is laid. This/ts to ti done, not, in any 
ostentatious way, but by joining ourselves to hig peoplegfwhich is a confes- 
sion that both the church and the world clearly undersnd. Hence, it is 
appacent, that church-membership is no trifling mattelgp since it js calling 
heaven, and earth, and hell to witness our solemn dec! is tiom of submission 
tothe authority of Christ. It is saying, in the Hearing gf more worlds than 
one, “I am a christian.” J 
3d.. It is the visible bond of union with the disciples of Aesus 
Christians are pot only to be united, but are tojexhidit Mei 
oneness of sentiment, of affection, of purpose, if to bey gen. We are not 
only to love one another, but our loye is to be Known, |. ee is impossible 
without membership. In its colleetive capacity, a chuph cdncentrates, as 
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in a focus, the light and love that existggm her individual members. . With. 


out being combined ia a visible Gnion, if igplendor would be only as the dim 
and scattered light which was-diffused“§ver the dim chaos in the twilight 
of creation, while the ‘fellowship of the sai@ts is the/same light gathered up 

We ar@ indeed united in spirit with the 
ment we h@¥ie believed his gospel ; but our 


! > 
and embodied in the solar orb. 


} chi of Cy st ron he m 
church Christ, from the m 


union is neither expressed nér recognizedgimntil we have joined it;in the 
intention, but hot yet known 
Ds therefore, is the bond of 


usual Way Weare citizets in fee ling a 
from enemies, aliens, and spies. Mernbers 
visible union With the brethren in Christ), p. 
ith. It is an expressed deglaration of | our dele i 
government and discipline of the thurch. ‘. a 
Kvery soci¢ty has: laws for the regulation of its ¥@iffairs. - Without these 
it could not exist; andta Which every member profed at the time of his 
The chur¢h 6£the Redeemer has 
in like. manner its social) rules, which respects the me 
ciated capacity. We are, therefore, pot only amenable to the direct 
authority of Christ, but also to the authority expressed by 
church; we must submit tolall its rejrulations, observe all it#ipjunctions, 
support its degisions, or we can no longer remain in it’ communi If we 
are called before it, we must appear ; 
condict, we must comply { if censuted,|we must submit. 


tion jo submit to the 


entrance, his |\determination to submit. 


We are in no 


case haughtily to exelaim: “What is the church, that I should obey it ®, 


To my own Master J stand or fall.” Qur act of joining the society is an 
explicit declafation of our willingness to submit to the laws by which ‘it is 
governed. we can’volumtarily secede when there is just oécasion, or in 
case of false decision, we can mildly protest; but as long as we continue 
members we must subinit, for our ver¥ mhbership professes and requires it. 

th. It is designed to ewhibit, on a smaller scale that sublime and glorious 
union and communion which subsists, not only between all real christians of 
every country, name, and age, Raghcticcer the whole redeemed church and 
their divine Head. , ; 

Passages of-a very striking import ak of this most comprehensive 
cotfederdftion : “That in the digpensacigghah the fulness of times he might 
gather together in ong all things in Christ, both which, are in heaven, and 
which dre on-earth ; even im him2—Eph. 1, 10: “There is one body and 
one spirit.”"-~Eph. rv, 4... “That whichWe Have seen, and heard declare 
We unto you, that ye alsomay have fellowship with us:-and truly our fel- 
lowship is with the Father, and with his| son Jesus Christ.”’-—1,John 1, 3: 
From these passages we learn, that the pggregate| of |believers united to 
Jesus Christ, and through him to. the Father, form one yast Hirmonious 
fellowship of holiness and benevolence : hey are united in the same pur- 
suit, which is the diving glory ;\ in the fame means for thé attainment of 
that pbject, which is the salvation of the spul. The church. universal: will 
“ver reshain thé one grand monunient on which are recorded the praises of 
t e living God. | Of this general assembly every particular, society is the 
Miniature resemblance. | But its publie wi prship, its beautiful subordination, 
Ks mutual affection, its truth, its hbliness,fits peace is an exhibition to the 
world of that fellowship which has+God in Christ for its head, all believers 
for its thembers, heaven for fis temple, and eternity for its duration; while 
every time it assembles for worship, it shojvs forth the ‘unity of the church 
and the communion of saints. ; fed 
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Treasuret’s Report. } 


S. ‘Ross, in aecount with Pearl Riger’ Associ atic re, forpmssociational purposes. 
} | 
Dr. ay 


“ \ 


To®mount received at last’ Assogia ic n, 
Old balance on hand, : - 


$144 28 
36 72 


$151 00 


| 
: . a ¢ ; & oncueeiiess 


$18 00 

18.00 

; 13 50 

-§8 50 

hO 50 

; v 50 

. Fortinberry, “ i$ i , + 50 

. Murray, % 50 
‘ eo” W. Williams, “ |: 7 50 

; i 6 n Why # 

Paid for printing Minutes, ; |: ; 45 00—151 

Balanee i in hand, for associational purposes, | : ale : $30 50 

Dr. 
Po amount received for missionary purp _ ) oe : $63 99 
"To balance rémaining from 1345, en ee : : 11 00 


ie 


$74 99 
| 3 
By amount paidjA. McKenzie for eight day’ labor, 9 : : $12 00 


Arjount « ak nd, $62 99 
, { or Treag Peark River Asso. 
September 18, 1847, hy 
The comimittee on finange have examined] the alo repoft, and found it 
correct!y stated and amply suiifained. 
a AMS -Chairman. 


Tabie showing the State of the Churches. 


Rev. Jesse Crawrorp, Mellen, I 
Rey. Vi oxTinterry, Monticelli Rice : 
Rev. W. Witiiams, Mount Carmpl, Covitf$ion Cqunty. 
Rev. A. Morray, Gallatin, Cop igh ‘eoury - 
Rev..S. B. Mutien, + on 
Rev. J. Sanower, Georgetown, Copiah cent) 
Rev. J. Murray, Westville, Simpson col by 
Rev. Jas. Powetr, . “ re 
Rev. C.-Macer, China Grove, Pile cout 
Rev. Samuel Harper, Monterey, ankia |@>un 
Rew V. T. Powell. a 
Names of ordained ministers in sMaLL carifaks : a in italic. 
ie 
; 
: 
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